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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-18 are pending. Claims 1 , 4, 7, 10, 13, 16 are currently amended. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
02/14/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Matsuda et al. (US 2002/0133573). 
Regarding claims 1, 4, and 7: 

Matsuda discloses a method for limiting the use of a network address, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a signal from a device connected to a network [paragraph 65, the 
server NO A receives a request for desirable IP address and host name]; 
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acquiring the network address from the signal [paragraph 65, server NOA 
acquires the MAC address of client NOA]; 

acquiring identification data specific to the device from the signal [paragraph 65, 
the server NOA determines if the MAC address is in the DHCP table (the DHCP entry is 
considered identification data)]; 

determining whether the network address conforms to the identification data 
[paragraph 65, server NOA determines if the data conforms (the MAC address matches 
the DHCP entry) or if it does not]; and 

sending a message preventing the device from using the network address based 
on the determination [paragraph 65, when the determination has been made that the 
MAC does not conform with the DHCP entry a new IP-address and network name are 
assigned as needed; paragraph 66, the updated name and IP-address are sent to the 
client NOA thus preventing the client NOA from using the network address previously 
requested]. 

Regarding claims 2, 5, and 8: 

Matsuda discloses the method according to claim 1, wherein the identification 
data is a data-link-layer identifier of a network interface of the device [paragraph 65, the 
identification data (DHCP entry) contains the MAC address, network address, and 
network name]. 

Regarding claims 3, 6, and 9: 

Matsuda discloses the method according to claim 1 , wherein the message in the 
sending step indicates that the network address is duplicated [paragraph 66, a new 
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network address and/or network name would indicate that the requested network 
address was already in use]. 

Regarding claims 10, 13, and 16: 

A method for limiting data transfer, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a signal from a device connected to a network [paragraph 65, the 
server NOA receives a request for desirable IP address and host name]; 

acquiring a network address from the signal [paragraph 65, server NOA acquires 
the MAC address of client NOA] ; 

acquiring identifier specific to the device from the signal [paragraph 65, the 
server NOA determines if the MAC address is in the DHCP table (the DHCP entry is 
considered identification data)]; 

determining whether the network address conforms to the identifier specific to the 
device [paragraph 65, server NOA determines if the data conforms (the MAC address 
matches the DHCP entry) or if it does not]; and 

limiting transfer of the signal in accordance with whether the network address 
corresponds to the identifier specific to the device [paragraph 65, when the 
determination has been made that the MAC does not conform with the DHCP entry a 
new IP-address and network name are assigned as needed; paragraph 66, the updated 
name and IP-address are sent to the client NOA thus limiting transfer of the client NOA 
from using the network address previously requested]. 

Regarding claim 1 1 : 
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Matusda discloses the method according to claim 10, wherein the identifier is a 
data-link-layer identifier of a network interface of the device [paragraph 65, the 
identification data (DHCP entry) contains the MAC address, network address, and 
network name]. 

Regarding claim 12: 

Matsuda discloses the method according to claim 10, wherein, in the limiting 
step, the transfer of the signal from a first network to a second network is limited 
[paragraph 66, the client NOA is limited to the new network address and/or network 
name, therefore all transfers from the client are also limited to the network address and 
network name]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES TURCHEN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1378. The examiner can normally be reached on MTWRF 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571)272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JRT 

/Kristine Kincaid/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2139 



